JENNIE AWARD

AWARDS, CONTESTS, AND GRANTS

2024-2026 GFWC CLUB MANUAL

' GENERAL FEDERATION
oF WOMEN'S CLUBS

THE GFWC JENNIE AWARD HONORS ONE
CLUBWOMAN FROM EACH GFWC REGION 2024-2026

FOR OUTSTANDING COMMITMENT TO CLUB, JENNIE AWARD
COMMUNITY, AND FAMILY.

“I have never done anything that was not helpful to women, so
far as it lay in my power.” - Jane Cunningham Croly (placed on
grave marker dedicated at GFWC's Centennial in 1991)

The GFWC Jennie Award is the only national honor bestowed by GFWC
that recognizes individual members for personal excellence. Club
members are nominated by their clubs to compete at State, Regional,
and National levels for the Federation’s highest honor.

The Jennie Award is named in honor of GFWC's founder, Jane
Cunningham Croly, who wrote for national newspapers under

the pseudonym “Jennie June. The award is an occasion to

highlight extraordinary clubwomen who epitomize Croly’s spirit

of independence, courage, and persistence through their roles as
volunteers within their clubs, representatives of their community,

and as members of a family or extended family. Although GFWC has
many awards for states and clubs, the GFWC Jennie Award is the

only national honor that recognizes individual members for personal
excellence. Since it is an award for lifetime personal excellence, club
presidents should consider utilizing the knowledge of club historians or
members of long-standing for Jennie Award nominees. Club presidents
should be mindful of first impressions and make the nominee’s packet
of supporting matenals as professional as possible as it may be judged
at the different levels by influential community leaders.

The GFWC Jennie Award Nomination Form is included on the last page
of this section and may be downloaded from the GFWC Member Portal.




