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 NEW HAMPSHIRE 

CLUBWOMAN         

NEWSLETTER 
A Member of the General Federation of Women’s Clubs 

 

Winter 2021 

President’s Message  

 

It’s so nice that we are slowly and cautiously returning to normal after many months of coping with the 

pandemic.  Clubwomen continue to adapt to circumstances while reaching out to serve our 

communities.  It was a pleasure to see members face to face at our District Conferences which were 

festive and informative.  Special thanks to our District Directors – Chrystina Moran, Donna Maskwa and 

Deb Provencher, along with the clubs that hosted these meetings – Hudson Women’s Club, 

Portsmouth Women’s City Club and Friends in Council.  Our GFWC –NH Fall Field Meeting featured 

virtual breakout rooms focusing on our Advancement Areas.  Lots of great ideas were shared among 

participants.  Several of us enjoyed a performance at the Palace Theater that evening and left 

energized by the talented cast of Mamma Mia!  

 

Wishing you all a warm and bright winter season!  

 

Yours In Federation, 

Jeanne O’Sullivan  

GFWC-NH President 2020-2022  
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Calendar of Events 

 

Calendar of Events 

 

December 1:  GFWC-NH Dues 

December 8:    GFWC Holiday Reception, Washington, DC 

Registration is now open to receive a link to a remote Holiday Open 
House experience that will launch at 5:00 pm ET on December 15th. You 
can register to view this remote event until 12:00 noon ET on December 
31st. 

January 15:  GFWC-NH 2021 Club Reports due on-line through state website 

January 29:  GFWC-NH Mid-Winter Meeting, Fratello’s Restaurant Manchester 

March 1:   Community Impact Project Award entries due to info@gfwcnh.org   

March 15:   State Reports due to GFWC 

April 22:   Evening of Unity, Derryfield Country Club, Manchester, NH 

May 6-7:   GFWC-NH Annual Meeting, Wentworth by the Sea Hotel 

 

Please take a moment this week to get these dates into your personal and club calendars.  Set an 
early “alert” to remind yourself about upcoming events. 

 

 

Preliminary Call to GFWC-NH Mid Winter Meeting 

Please save the date of Saturday, January 29, 2022 for our Mid Winter Meeting.  The 

official Call with registration information is located at the end of this newsletter. The 

meeting will be held at Fratello’s Restaurant in Manchester from approximately 9:00-

2:30. There will be a Board of Directors meeting immediately beforehand from 8:30-9:00. 

The program will feature: 

• GFWC Photo Contest (see end of this newsletter for guidelines) 

• Election of 2022-2024 Officers 

• Jennie Award Recognition – Phyllis Apper 

• GFWC Legislative Alert Center sign up contest 

• Bylaw amendments 

• Legislative Action Center sign-up contest 

• Drawings for hotel rooms for our Annual Meeting  

mailto:info@gfwcnh.org
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Membership 

Beth Roth, GFWC NH President Elect and JAM Club President 

 

 

Hello GFWC NH Clubwomen! District Meetings and Fall Field Meeting are over and it’s on to our Winter 

Projects!  From the reports and activities at these meetings, it looks like we are “full steam ahead” with 

projects, contributions, celebration, gatherings and MEMBERSHIP. Keep up the great work, All and I 

hope to be visiting YOUR club with updates soon!! 

IMPORTANT HAPPENINGS 

Club Presidents: I will be sending out Membership Info Packets to all Club Presidents via U.S. Mail by 

the first week of December. Originally, I announced that these packets would go out right after Fall 

Field Meeting but the JAM Club and GFWC NH Membership Team (the District Directors) will have 

Zoom Meetings within the next few weeks to outline our Membership strategy for the rest of the 2020-

2022 Administration. We want to include this info in your packets that we will be sending out! 

JAM Update: Our GFWC NH Just a membership Club is busy strategizing and applying for GFWC 

Grants that will benefit the Membership efforts of all Clubs. More later!! 

Beth’s Visits To Clubs: I am attempting to visit every club between December 1, 2021 – March 30, 

2022. Please help me get on your club calendar for a visit to bring you news about Membership and the 

“State of the Federation”. 😊 ! Send your preferred date for a visit to my email at: 

eroth@rothlawyers.com . I will also be calling all club Presidents within the next few weeks to schedule. 

Jeanne O’Sullivan, our President may even be able to join us! 

SAVE THE DATE 

Event: GFWC-NH 2022 Annual Meeting & Workshops 

Where: The Historic Wentworth by the Sea Hotel, New Castle, NH 

Date: May 6 &7, 2022 Friday and Saturday 

AS ANNOUNCED AT THE FALL FIELD MEETING ALL CLUBS WILL BE GETTING A FREE ROOM 

with DOUBLE OCCUPANCY FOR THEIR PRESIDENT AND ONE MEMBER TO ATTEND THIS 

OVERNIGHT EVENT! 

To Be Eligible to Accept: These Invited Guests must attend entire event. 

Meals and Registration are at your own costs. 

Clubs can apply for the Delegates Mini-Grants ($250.00) to help defray the costs of meals.  

 

More information and details for the above will be sent in your president’s packet. 

mailto:eroth@rothlawyers.com
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Denise Raisanen 

GFWC NH Vice President 

draisanengfwc@gmail.com 

603-770-0667 

 

Reports 2021 

Now is the time to report on your 2021 Projects and Programs 

GFWC NH electronic reporting system is updated and waiting for your club reports   www.gfwcnh.org 

 

Hints 

Where can you find the information to jog your memory of all your projects, programs, time and money 

in yet another unusually year? 

Look for reporting information in: 

• club minutes 

• treasurer’s reports 

• past reports 

• club newsletters   

• meet together to discuss reports 
 

Narrative in report should include:  what the project or program was, who was involved and what was 

the impact to persons or community. 

 

Information defining the GFWC Community Service Projects can be found at 

https://www.gfwc.org/what-we-do/community-service-programs/ 

 

Let’s try to have 100% of clubs reporting this year.  

 

Email me if you would like a copy of reporting guidelines or need assistance. 

Deadline for reporting January 15, 2022 

 

 

mailto:draisanengfwc@gmail.com
http://www.gfwcnh.org/
http://creative-commons-images.com/clipboard/report.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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Parliamentarian 

Joan Prue, GFWC NH Parliamentarian  

  

Parliamentary Tips 

Some Parliamentary Language for the President: 
 
“The Oct. 3rd meeting of the ______club is now in order.” 
“The secretary will read the minutes of the _____ meeting.” 
“Are there any corrections to the minutes?  There being no corrections, the minutes are approved as   
read.”  No vote is necessary. 
Sometimes minutes are sent out by email. Then say “the minutes have been sent to you.  Are there any 
corrections?”  Please do not say additions, corrections, changes. These all are corrections.  When 
there are corrections say, “the minutes are approved as corrected.” 
“We will now hear the report of the Treasurer.” Never, never vote on a treasurer’s report.  Say, “Are 
there any questions of the Treasurer?”  “The report will be filed”   
The only vote taken is when there is an auditor’s report, then it is voted on by a majority vote. 
When taking a vote, repeat the motion. “The question is on the motion to… Those in favor of the motion 
to…say Aye…those opposed say No.”   “The ayes have it and the motion is adopted” or “the nos have 
it and the motion is lost.” 
Always tell them what to do!!  Don’t just say those in favor.  They don’t know whether to say Aye, to 
raise their hands, to stand up.  You must tell them. 
The President is always in the Chair.  She never “turns the meeting over” to anyone.  She may say, 
“The Vice President (or whoever) will now introduce our speaker for this meeting.” 
“Is there any further business to come before this meeting?”  Pause There being no further business 
the meeting is adjourned. 
One other note, one of my pet peeves:  A majority is more than half, period.  Not one more than half, 
not any number more than half.  Just more than half. 
A 2/3 vote is just that, and not a 2/3 ‘majority’ vote. 
 
Enjoy your meetings! 
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Signature Program 
Mary McGahan, GFWC NH Chairman 
 
 

 

FREE THE GIRLS 

 

Free The Girls is an international 501c(3) non-profit organization devoted to partnering alongside 

survivors of sex trafficking to create a path to true freedom for them. It’s a journey from horrific trauma 

to reintegrating into the life they were meant to live within their families and communities. 

Free the Girl’s mission is to see a world in which previously Enslaved women are Leading Vibrant, 

Successful, Integrated lives.  

Their goal for true freedom is measured by economic freedom, restored health, social well-being, 

education and opportunity for a different hopeful future. 

Why Bras? 

Bras are a unique item that actually have the power to bring freedom and hope to survivors!  In many 

parts of the world, bras tend to be an item that many women have sitting in drawers for a long time un-

touched. By inviting “everyday abolitionists” to donate their new or gently used bras (or collect them 

from family and friends), Free the Girls is able to provide a woman with her starting inventory for her 

business. In some developing nations bras are a sought-after item in the marketplace and command 

top dollar. By selling bras, a survivor is able to become an entrepreneur in her own community and 

have a sense of safety and economic freedom that allows her to provide for herself and her children as 

well! 

Bras will be collected right up to and including our Mid-Winter Field Meeting. They will be offered to our 
local Crisis Centers first with remaining being shipped to Free The Girls. Please check out their website 
at https://freethegirls.org/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://freethegirls.org/
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                         Juniors’ Special Program: Advocates for Children  
                         Denise Raisenan, GFWC-NH Vice-President and Chairman 

                         draisanengfwc@gmail.com 

 

Here are some projects ideas supporting GFWC Affiliates that may help get you through the cold winter 

months.  

 

St Jude Children’s Hospital is in need of mask straps for patients.  This is a quick and easy project 

and I would be happy to send you the instructions.  St Jude’s wish list also includes gift cards and toys 

for their Child Life center. 

 

March of Dimes continues their Baby Hat and Blanket Challenge.  I do have a registered FedEx 

account with MOD and am happy to assist with shipping your hats, blankets and personal care kits. 

Help GFWC reach its goal by of 2,021 blankets by December 31, 2021. 

 

Congratulations to the GFWC Brookline Women’s Club for making the GFWC Advocates for 

Children Top Ten List for their Holiday Light Extravaganza Project.  Clubwomen encouraged local 

business and residents to display holiday lights.  They then created a map of the display location.  

Monetary donations along with hats, mittens, and socks were collected and then given to the local 

shelter. Well done! 

 

I look forward to reading your reports.   

REPORT, REPORT, REPORT  

 

 

Civic Engagement and Outreach 

Sheila Casey and Laurie Jasper, GFWC-NH Co-Chairmen 

Always excited to brainstorm… Sheila 603-479-1553 and Laurie 603-566-0669 

 

Civic Engagement includes Crime Prevention, Safety, Disaster Relief, Needy, Hungry, Homeless, 
Military and Veterans. 

 

Happy Thanksgiving and Merry Christmas to all of our sisters in Federation! 

 

Wreaths Across America is a wonderful program for any club. Last year we had quite a few clubs 
participate.  Check out their information and website at https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org  

or          

Wreaths for Boscawen at the NH Veterans’ Cemetery is another very meaningful project for all your 
members.  Wreath Placement is December 4, 2021. Wreath Pick-Up is January 8, 2022, at 10:30 A.M. I 
go annually to pick up. If you would like to join in, give Sheila a call and we could meet before for 
breakfast or have lunch after. Pick up takes about 45 minutes. 

mailto:draisanengfwc@gmail.com


9 
 

 

Donate a wreath in honor or memory of someone: The Blue Star Mothers of NH purchase wreaths 
from a local vendor to ensure high quality and to support NH jobs and communities. Also, the cost of 
the locally purchased wreaths is significantly less than those purchased through the WAA program. If 
you would like to donate a wreath, you will find links to the donation page. The Blue Star Mothers of NH 
uses 100% of your donation on the Wreaths for Boscawen program. Your donation of $8.00 will help us 
purchase the 22" Balsam Wreaths with a four-loop red bow. Our wreaths are purchased from the Three 
Rivers Wreath Company in Franklin, NH and delivered to the NH Veterans Cemetery on December 
3rd. Download the 2021 donation form – Clubs, members or any individual  may make donations in 
Honor of or in Memory of someone that will be entered on our Tribute page.  
Please make checks payable to: Blue Star Mothers of NH ~ Wreaths  PO Box 1005 Laconia, NH 
03247 

Laura Otterson of GFWC Dover Area Woman’s Club at Wreaths Across America in 
Dover 2020 

Thank You for your Service!  

Dorethea “Dori” Hamilton     USN         Friends in Council WC   

Susan Faretra                         USAF      Concord Contemporary WC   

Christy Spaulding                  USAF      Concord Contemporary WC 

Carolyn Stiles                         USN        Woman’s Club of Concord 

Sue Polidura                           USAF       Portsmouth WC 

Amy Lou Emanuel                 USAF       Portsmouth WC 

Sheila Casey                           USN        Salem Area WC 

Does your club have a Veteran not listed? Please email Laurie or Sheila with their name and service. 

 

Defending the Freedom and safety of all,      

On land or on sea or in jets high above, 

They went out of duty, honor, and love. 

However they served Lord, wherever they went, 

Please bless them and help them to know what it meant. 

 

Your Civic Engagement Co-Chairs are so excited to review 2021 Club Reports! 

BECAUSE Civic Engagement has so many areas, when reporting, we ask each club to denote their 
“Signature” and most “Creative” project selections with an asterisk, and a detailed narrative. 

“We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.” Winston Churchill 

https://threeriversfundraising.com/about/
https://threeriversfundraising.com/about/
https://www.bluestarmothersofnh.org/s/Wreath-Donation-Form-2021-3tfj.pdf
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Environment Community Service Program 

Phyllis Appler, GFWC-NH Chairman  

Email: pappler@earthlink.net 

 

Winter is a great planning time for club’s and the Environmental Community Service Program.  

 

Find a Master Gardener in your area who can help you find and adopt a small area to manage for 

beauty or wildlife. Members can plan to plant in the spring! 

 

Does your local animal shelter have a wish list?  Plan a donations drive for shelter animals.  Needs 

range from leashes and collars to treats and toys, to blankets and towels and washcloths for bedding 

and cleaning.  Gift cards are always welcome! Domestic animals fall into the Environment Community 

Service Program category in case you were wondering! That’s why GFWC Hudson’s drive-by rabies 

clinic was one of the recent top ten project ideas. 

 

Plan holiday shopping to include environmentally friendly gifts—a gift certificate to a nursery or seed 

catalog for a family gardener, sunscreen that won’t damage coral reefs for someone heading for a 

tropical escape, birdseed, suet, binoculars or bird guides for your bird feeding friends and family.  

Maybe a membership to the Audubon Society of New Hampshire will find its way into someone’s 

stocking! Shopping locally is always a gift to our environment! 

 

Maybe this is the year that you will plan to participate in a Christmas bird count with Audubon.  An 

easier way to be part of citizen science is to join the Audubon Society of New Hampshire’s Backyard 

Winter Bird Survey. https://nhbirdrecords.org/backyard-winter-bird-survey/ 

2022 SURVEY DATES: 

February 12th and 13th Survey forms will be mailed in mid-January 2022. 

Backyard Winter Bird Survey participants report any bird species visiting their yard and/or feeders in 

New Hampshire on the second weekend of February. Originally begun as a “Cardinal-Tufted Titmouse 

Census,” it was expanded in 1987 to gather information on the distribution and abundance of many 

winter species in New Hampshire. 

When to Watch – The 12th and 13th of February only. Watch and count the birds in your yard at any 

time during the weekend. 

How long should I watch? – Watch as little or as long as you wish 

during that weekend. Record the total number of hours you 

observed. Approximate as closely as possible. If you were home all 

day, but only watched for five minutes every hour, your time will be 

45 minutes. 

Plan to include the environment in your winter this year! 

 

 

                      

mailto:pappler@earthlink.net
https://nhbirdrecords.org/backyard-winter-bird-survey/
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Communications/Public Relations Committee 

Carol Waters, GFWC-NH Chairman 

Cjh20s@comcast.net  

 

 

Communications and Public Relations (CPR) 

Things have changed with CPR. Now CPR includes digital, audible, written and visual strategies.  All of 

these need to be used in every club that is trying to engage their members.  It helps if your club board 

or CPR chair/committee has a strategy. If you involve all members by informing them and educate them 

you will even retain members. 

I feel all GFWC programs and projects lead to Membership.  

 

GFWC suggests defining tactics and deciding which can be used in your club: 

Branding, Public Relations, Club Communications, Website, Social Media and Virtual meeting 

capabilities. 

 

Some Multi Media examples are: banners, flyers, club mascot, mass emails, rack cards, business 

cards, Instagram, Twitter, Facebook, radio and TV interviews.   

 

Branding is what you stand for as an organization, our image to the public, friendship and volunteer 

service. The brand also consists of our GFWC Logo, Motto and Tagline. The first person that emails me 

with the 3 components will be rewarded.  

 

GFWC Stylebook.  Do you know what this is? It’s a great “how to” instructional booklet that explains 

“best practices” and it is used to ensure Brand continuity. The Stylebook explains certain restrictions 

and guidelines for word, font and emblem use and even gives simple writing tips. This should be used 

in Web design, merchandising, publications and advertising design.  You can download the GFWC 

Stylebook. Find it at www.GFWC.org/memberportal. Once you’ve logged in, click on your personalized 

photo icon (or the simple grey “egghead”) in the top right corner, choose “my digital Library”, 

“Resources” and under the “S” file you will find “Stylebook”. 

 

GFWC says Media Relations refers to the connection between an organization and journalists: most 

often used is a press release.  The press release provides the media with the basic information it needs 

to prepare a story. It should be written in a concise, straightforward way; covering club projects, 

programs and what was accomplished and highlight your club’s work in your community.  

Is the story relevant beyond GFWC? 

What is the impact? ($Raised, people served, community improvement?) 

mailto:Cjh20s@comcast.net
http://www.gfwc.org/memberportal
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What is significant? 

Does it improve lives? 

Proofread before sending to media.  

Follow up with your contact to ensure they received the PR and answer any questions if needed. 

Include a photograph with the story. Send as an attachment with highest resolution possible. Watch for 

more on this later. 

 

 

Clubwoman Magazine NEWS 

Our own NH Newsletter Editor Donna Maskwa found out some new information about the GFWC 

Clubwoman Magazine. You may have noticed the spring edition was posted for all online. The most 

recent fall edition went back to a mailed print version. Now, starting with the next winter edition, we are 

going forward all digitally, no subscription needed. This is good news for our environment (Saving 

paper), and free for all members to have that international connection. I believe we will be instructed to 

access it on the GFWC.org website in the future. Keep your eyes open for further details. 

 

News and Notes is a shorter weekly newsletter that is emailed free to members every Thursday.  It’s a 

great way to stay informed on GFWC activities. If you haven’t been receiving News and Notes, sign up 

for it today.   Look at the bottom of this GFWC Page: 

https://www.gfwc.org//news-publications/news-notes/ 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gfwc.org%2Fnews-publications%2Fnews-notes%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFXXwD51ZwBCMESDsBjDzbCIpuagQ
https://www.gfwc.org/news-publications/news-notes/
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Fundraising and Development 

Tina Smith, GFWC-NH Chairman 

Tismith12@comcast.net 

(603) 491-4240 

 

Hello Federation Sisters! 

SAVE THE DATE!   

GFWC NH 3RD ANNUAL EVENING OF UNITY event will be held on April 22, 2022 at The Derryfield 

Restaurant in Manchester NH.  Proceeds will benefit the President’s Project:  Go Forth With 

Confidence NH Scholarship.  We are looking for sponsors and one or two more members to join our 

planning committee.  Contact me ASAP with either. 

 

At the recent Fall Field meeting, there were questions again about ‘”double reporting” when it comes to 

fundraising.  I thought it was worth sharing the information below again. 

 

How to report Fundraising Activity when money raised is donated to an organization under a 

Community Service Program (CSP): 

➢ Club holds a bake sale as a fundraiser to benefit their local library 

➢ Club members had $300.000 in-kind donations (they spent that much for supplies, ie: baking 

ingredients, decorations, etc.) 

➢ Club members had 100 volunteer hours planning the bake sale, baking, time at actual event 

➢ Club raises $5,000.00 at the bake sale (fundraiser) and will donate all of it to the library 

➢ Club members had one (1) volunteer hour presenting the money to the library 

➢ Club can report this bake sale project in two (2) places 

1. Fundraising & Development 

2. Education & Libraries (CSP) 

➢ Under Fundraising & Development: 

• Report Volunteer Hours spent planning bake sale, baking, time at actual event for all 

club members (100) 

• Report Dollars Raised at the event ($5,000.00) 

➢ Under Education & Libraries: 

• Report Volunteer Hours presenting money to the library (1) 

• Report Dollars Donated ($5,000.00) 

• Report In Kind Donations ($300.00) 

THE ONLY THINGS YOU NEED TO REPORT FOR FUNDRAISING & DEVELOPMENT IS 

VOLUNTEER HOURS AND DOLLARS RAISED 

 

WE WILL HOLD 50/50 RAFFLES AT STATE MEETINGS!  BRING YOUR CHECKBOOK OR CASH 

$$$$$$ 

 

In Federation, 

Tina 

 

 

mailto:Tismith12@comcast.net
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Legislation and Public Policy  

Laurie Jasper, GFWC-NH Chairman 

 

 

Have you ever heard the adage, “Government is glacial?” I’m not referring to global warming but 

equating how most legislation moves extremely slowly through Congress, proceeding at a “glacial 

pace.”  Making the laws of our land is serious business. The process requires discussions, hearings, 

and votes in both the House of Representatives and the Senate. As I’ve shared before, GFWC 

Legislative Action Center online is an excellent resource for Club Women. Remember, WE are all 

advocates for GFWC’s legislative agenda. Review legislation that GFWC is currently supporting, 

opposing, or monitoring in this 117th Session of Congress and consider taking action on GFWC's 

legislative priorities! It’s as easy as searching for “GFWC LAC,” reading updates, and contacting your 

senators or congressmen! There’s even a “search box” to help you find and contact them!  

One current bill that GFWC supports is Stronger Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (H.R. 

485). This bill, “Reauthorizes through FY2027 and revises the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment 

Act and the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment and Adoption Reform Act of 1978 to expand 

services for preventing and treating child abuse.” The bill was introduced in the House of 

Representatives (hence, it is referred to H.R. 485) and sent to the House Education and Labor 

Committee on January 25, 2021. On March 16, 2021, the bill passed the full House with bipartisan 

support, 345-73. It was sent to the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee on March 

17, 2021. It doesn’t appear to be scheduled for a hearing as of November 12th. One of New 

Hampshire’s Senators, Senator Maggie Hassan, is a member of that committee. GFWC NH members 

may wish to contact Senator Hassan and let her know we support this bipartisan legislation and ask her 

to request the committee chairman to schedule a hearing. Send an email, call her office in NH or 

Washington, or write a letter. Don’t forget to sign your name in RED ink, as proud GFWC members! 

This is GFWC Advocacy in Action!  
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GFWC New Hampshire Clubwoman Newsletter 

Donna Maskwa and Stephanie Riotto, Editors  

Donna.maskwa@gmail.com     

Cell/text 603-502-8606  

Soooo…How was your turkey?! At the time I’m writing this, Thanksgiving is still a future” event only a 

week away.  I can’t wait.   

First things first – our NEXT newsletter deadline is Feb 15, 2022 with a publication date of March 1, 

2022.  This Mar 1 edition will be the last GFWC NH newsletter before many of our clubs break for the 

summer.  We have just 3 issues/year, September 1, December 1 and March 1, and we do not have a 

June edition.  This will be a big transition year coming up for our GFWC NH administration, Chairmen 

and many clubs as we elect new officers in the even numbered years. It’s a HUGE planning 

opportunity and effort.  We hope our current team will take advantage of the next newsletter to share 

their thoughts, observations and cool “BIG” ideas with our 22 clubs as they plan new programs in their 

communities. I honestly can’t think of another time when our volunteer efforts, big and small, in every 

category have been and will be so important to our communities.  Keep up the great work and keep 

sharing it with all of us. Please remember, GFWC NH Clubwoman Newsletter is a great place for 

sharing. 

Have a wonderful holiday season everyone.  You are truly remarkably talented women.   

Concord North District Conference at Friends in Lisbon 

 

 

 

mailto:Donna.maskwa@gmail.com
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Seacoast District Meeting – Portsmouth Women’s City Club 

 

 

     

Teacups of GFWC Portsmouth Women’s City Club Anne Engelhardt, past GFWCNH President and member of 

GFWC Legislation and Public Policy Committee speaks to 

members about how we all as members of GFWC can impact 

legislation as a non-partisan organization. 

 

 Members gather around a tree planted in the garden in memory of Joan Hudson at a special memorial 
service at the Seacoast District Meeting. 
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   GFWC Concord Contemporary Club 

 

The GFWC Concord Contemporary Club, at their recent monthly meeting, participated in 
the Operation Care for Troops in Building Christmas Stockings for the Troops. The troops 
wish list was provided and how to pack the stocking to accommodate all the items. Items 

included canned fruit, socks, gum, tissues, toothbrush, toothpaste, dental floss, protein bars, oatmeal, 
hot chocolate, trail mix, individual energy or hydration mix, a small toy and a letter of thanks. 

The club built 20 stockings for this project with13 members participating.  

 
 

                                    

 

GFWC-NH Woman’s Club of Somersworth 

Stephanie Riotto, President 

 

With deep sadness, we said goodbye to one of our amazing club sisters last week. Ele Janetos was a 

member of our club for 66 years! She held many offices, including past state president and loved to tell 

us that as a member, she attended a meeting in 49 of our 50 states!  

Our November program continued our theme of supporting women owned business in our community. 

Dina Gagnon, owner of The Gathering Place, taught us to felt while she shared her journey of opening 

and maintaining her own business as a single mother. 

In December we are supporting the ‘houseless’ population in our community through a donation to the 

new warming shelter and small denomination gift cards to local fast-food restaurants, pharmacies and 

grocery stores. Of course, we will safely gather to share some holiday spirit with cookies and live music 

performed by 3 Shades of Gray! 
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GFWC-NH Hudson Woman’s Club 

Phyllis Appler, President  

(L) GFWC Hudson Women's Club members Alison Dillman and Laurie Jasper greet 

arrivals at the GFWC-NH Merrimack South District Meeting. 

                 

( R) GFWC Hudson Women’s Club filling stockings for Operation Care for Troops 

 

Dover Area Woman’s Club 

Sue Leahy and Laura Otterson, Co-Presidents 

 

 
Our November club meeting had been years in the research and planning phase as we recently began 
discovering the history of the original Dover Woman’s Club after finding a “secret” cupboard at the town 
library and another amazing “stash” at the Woodman Museum. Boxes and Boxes! Finally we were able 
to share some of it in a dramatic presentation describing the first 25 years, covering 1899-1924 “, of the 
original Dover Women’s Club. Our very own, very talented, resident actress, Donna Goldfarb (also well 
known in Concord) brought to life our club history in her creative adaptation of an article originally 
published in Foster's Daily Democrat in 1924 for the club’s then 25th anniversary written by Alice Rice 

Oh how the founders names, Woodman, 
Cushing and others are still so recognized today. 
We stand on the shoulders of the ones who 
came before us!  What’s your club’s history? 
 
L-R Actress Donna G, Co-Presidents Laura 

Otterson and Susan Leahy and Donna Maskwa.  

 
 

                                                                    

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/FostersDailyDemocrat/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXdQWrrYvkOWemc5_ozkeG1pNTjbF2MvrOVUzZsH5Gvssx97Y2BuOvkmTo1dSYKNiTzke7P2Icj69eT9HaK5hVXOhuZvSw6cSW8QSHdpoQ88arsA8sFDzU45x0js3X-mnFht2kuAA2aKwUuRIg9qs8d16ooMW43ZdG1M5hyA81vSQwm1SHOZaQEhEaDwvaGOvw&__tn__=kK-R
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Exeter Area GFWC  

Mary Ryan, President 

 

      

    

The EAGFWC recently had 8 women sort food for the underfed at "End 68 Hours of Hunger". They also 

presented a check for $1,000. 

EAGFWC Presented a check to New Generation in Greenland for $1,000 in honor of the EAGFWC's 
President's Project. Elsy Cipriani Executive Director spoke at their October meeting.  
Mary Ryan, EAGFWC President, Diana Perry CO-Corresponding Secretary, Monice Loff, Treasurer 
present a check to Elsy from New Generation. 

 

The Education Team of EAGFWC established a Little Free Library, LFL at the Recreation Park in 
Exeter on Hampton Road, Exeter because we believe in the value of reading for all, children, young 
adults & adults. The LFL promotes neighborhood book exchange. EAGFWC is registered with this non-
profit organization to build community, inspire readers, and expand book access for all in our 
community because we believe in the value of reading books! This is a volunteer mission and a catalyst 
for building community. Members present for the dedication are: (left to right) Marty Kirsch, Jackie 
Smith, GFWC NH President Jeanne O'Sullivan, Bev Fulton, Diana Perry, Pam Conary, Karen Caldwell, 
Vicki Geis, Julie Avant. Not shown:  Amy Hammershoy and Carol Waters. 
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Proposed Bylaw Amendments 
GFWC-NH 

 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
CURRENT WORDING   PROPOSED AMENDMENT  IF ADOPTED, WILL READ 
ARTICLE II – Duties of Officers 
Section 8 
 
There shall be three geographical There shall be three geographical There shall be three geographical 
divisions, known as Districts. There divisions, known as Districts. There divisions, known as Districts.  
shall be a District Director repre- shall be a District Director repre- There shall be a District Director 
senting each District to be elected senting each District to be elected representing each District to be 
by ballot at the Annual Meeting in by ballot at the Annual Meeting in elected by ballot at the Annual 
the even numbered years.  Each  the even numbered years.  Each  Meeting in the even numbered 
District Director shall: (a) appoint District Director shall: (a) appoint years, Each District Director 
a Publicity Chairman who shall assist a Publicity Chairman who shall  shall: (a) hold a meeting with   
in planning publicity for the District assist in planning publicity for the  the District Club Presidents two 
Conference; (b) appoint a Membership District Conference; (b) appoint a months in advance of the District 
Chairman; (c) hold a meeting with the Membership Chairman; (c)hold a meeting to plan the program for  
District Club Presidents two months meeting with the District Club  the District Conference; (b) pre- 
in advance of the District meeting to Presidents two months in advance side at the District Conference; 
distribute pertinent data to plan the of the District meeting to plan the (c) prepare a written report for 
program for the District Conference; program for the District Conference; the Annual Meeting; and serve 
(d) preside at the District Conference; (d) preside at the District Conference; in other capacities as requested 
(e) prepare a written report for the (e) prepare a written report for the by the President or the Dean of 
annual meeting.   Annual Meeting; and serve in other District Directors. 
     capacities as requested by the  
     President or the Dean of District 
Rationale:                 Directors. 
The duties put forth in this bylaw have not been carried out for several years.  This will give the 
President or Dean of District Directors the choice of what duties to assign the District Directors. 
The Bylaws Committee recommends that this bylaw be adopted.  Proposed by Jeanne O’Sullivan. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________
_ 
ARTICLE VI – Meetings 
Section 5. 
 
Twenty-five members shall constitute Twenty members shall constitute Twenty members shall constitute 
a quorum of the Federation.  a quorum of the Federation.  a quorum of the Federation. 
 
Proposed by the Bylaws Committee.  It has been difficult to get and retain the quorum at State meetings. 
The Bylaws Committee recommends the adoption of this amendment. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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ARTICLE VII – Nominations and  
Elections    Section 6 
 
The President shall appoint a  The President shall appoint a  The President shall appoint a 
clerk, three tellers, and name one clerk, two tellers, and name   clerk, two tellers, and name 
as chairman, to report the result one as chairman to report the  one as chairman to report the 
of the balloting.    result of the balloting.   result of balloting. 
 
Proposed by the Bylaws Committee.  With so few members attending meetings it is felt that 2 tellers 
can complete this task. The Committee recommends this amendment be adopted. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
ARTICLE VII – Nominations and 
Elections    Section 5. 
 
A candidate for the office of  A candidate for the office of  A candidate for the office of 
District Director shall be an  District Director shall be an   District Director shall be an 
active member of a GFWC-NH  active member of a GFWC-NH   active member of a GFWC-NH 
club and shall have served as   club and shall have served as  club and shall have served in 
a Club President.   a Club President and shall have  a leadership role in her club or 
     served in a leadership role in  State through an elected office  
     her club or State through an  in her club or State through an 
     elected office or a committee.  elected office or a committee. 
 
Proposed by the Nominations and Elections Committee 
 
Rationale: 
As there are members who show leadership strength in clubs and the state who have never held the 
office of club president this would open up this position to more members. 
 
The Bylaws Committee believes that the office of District Director is a high leadership office since the 
members are voted on and installed as Officers of the Federation.  They should require more leadership 
training than just serving on a committee. 
The Bylaws Committee recommends that this amendment NOT be adopted. 
If it is not adopted the following may be voted on to take its place. 
 
A candidate for the office of  A candidate for the office of  A candidate for the office 
District Director shall be an  District Director shall be an  of District Director shall be 
active member of a GFWC-NH  active member of a GFWC club  an active member of a GFWC 
club and shall have served as  and shall have served as a Club  Club and shall have served as 
Club President.    President or in a leadership role  a Club President or in a leadership 

 on the State Board of Directors. role on the State Board of 
          Directors. 
Proposed by the Bylaws Committee. 
The Bylaws Committee recommends that this amendment be adopted. 
Beth Roth 
Linda Twombly 
Joan Prue, RP         
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GFWC NH Nominating Committee 
Anne Englehart, Chairman  

 
 

2022-2024 GFWC NH Candidates for Office 
 

The GFWC NH 2020-2022 Nominating Committee would like to announce the 
candidates for office of the GFWC NH 2022-2024 administration. The slate of 
candidates will be voted on at the GFWC NH Mid-Winter meeting on Saturday, 
January 29, 2022 at Fratello’s in Manchester, NH. We are still looking for one 
more member of the nominating committee. If that is something you are 
interested in, please reach out to a member of our committee. 
 
Anne Engelhardt (chair), Phyllis Appler, Cathy Hodson, Mary McGahan and Tina 
Smith.  

 
 

President-Elect: Denise Raisanen           
 
Denise has been a member of the Exeter Area GFWC for 42 years. She has held club offices including 
EAGFWC President and she was Director of Junior Clubs 2010-12 and 2013-14. She has held offices 
on the GFWC – NH board including Treasurer 2014-16 and Recording Secretary 2016-2020. She 
currently is serving as GFWC – NH Vice President. 
  
Denise retired from school nursing in 2020 and now has more time with her husband, Carl, to enjoy 
traveling, especially to the National Parks on their way to see their children, Erik, Kristin, Kurt and 
grandchildren in NY, TX and Saskatchewan, Canada.  
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         Vice-President: Donna Maskwa  
 
A relative newcomer to GFWC, Donna Maskwa has been a member of GFWC Dover Area Woman’s 

Club for just over 6 years. Donna lived in Stratham, NH for 21 years and after moving all over the 
country, she happily returned to NH to Dover in 2013. A new neighbor and now great friend, Laura 
Otterson, invited her to join GFWC. She did and she’s never looked back – proof that a simple invitation 

is the most powerful new member recruitment tool. After enjoying a brief year as a new member, Donna 
become a Co-President of the Dover club. With her Club President term completed, she jumped at the 
chance to be the GFWC NH Seacoast District Director, a position she has held for 2 terms. Donna is 
also the Co-Editor of GFWC NH Clubwoman Newsletter and is a member of the GFWC NH Grants 
Committee and is her club’s Facebook page editor. Donna is a graduate of UNH, Whittemore School of 

Business with a minor in German and Children’s Theatre, which all gave her an early appreciation of 

the concept of  “Unity in Diversity”. She has worked in advertising and banking, and now loves sitting at 

the end of a dock with her toes in the water. Her family, which keeps on growing, includes her newly 
retired husband, 3 sons, 3 terrific daughters in law and 5 hilarious grandchildren. Sideline sitting is her 
favorite weekend sport, and she hopes to get back to skiing and traveling this year too. 
 
 

Recording Secretary: Lynne Abt                  

 
Lynne has been a Brookline Women ’s Club member since it started in 1993. She has served in many 

leadership roles there. She has lived in NH for 32 years coming originally from southeastern 
Connecticut. Lynne started her career as a software engineer and became involved in marketing of 
computer software. She became a stay-at-home mom of four children for 17 years after having her 
second child.  Then Lynne went back to school and got her Master’s Degree in Computer Information 

Systems when she was 52 with the goal of being a computer teacher. She feels like she  “fished for a 

wish” and got her wish as Lynne became an educator. The classes she teachers are all dealing with 
computer science, digital media and web coding. This year will be her 10th year in teaching. She hopes 
to continue for about another 10 years teaching as she prepares to reinvent herself again for 
retirement. She has been a fan of GFWC-NH for many years and looks forward to being more involved 
again. 
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           Treasurer: Cathy Hodson 

 
Cathy joined the Portsmouth Women ’s City Club in 2015 and was elected president in 2016 and 

treasurer in 2018. The Portsmouth club owns its house at 375 Middle Street and since the 1920 ’s has 

rented the 8 rooms on the second and third floors to single working women. The first-floor rooms are 
rented to the public for events. The Portsmouth Fire Department had put the club on notice in 2015 that 
it was in violation of the fire code. In 2018 an LCHIP grant was obtained which helped to fund a 
sprinkler system for the house making it safe. Club membership has grown from 14 in 2015 to 109 in 
2021. 
  
Cathy, a former CPA, currently serves as the Grants Committee Chair for the Portsmouth club and is a 
member of the Nominating Committee for GFWC NH. She is also a proprietor of the Portsmouth 
Athenaeum where she is on the Curatorial Committee. A voracious reader, she is in two book clubs. 
  
Cathy and her husband Lee live in Rye and enjoy helping their son and daughter in law restore their 
1900 home in Salem, Massachusetts. 
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District Directors 

 
 

Merrimack South: Chrystina Moran            
 
Chrystina is actively involved with GFWC and has been for the past nine years. Chrystina dove right in 
when she moved back to NH and joined the Candia Community Woman ’s Club. Through the years, she 

has held multiple roles, as co-president and chair of many projects helping the community. She has 
raised tens of thousands of dollars, which have been donated to organizations right here in NH. The 
organizations and people she had the opportunity to partner with include but are not limited to, New 
Horizons, local woman veterans, FFA, NAMI, sexual & domestic violence victims, animal shelters, and 
fuel assistance. Our club ladies are rockstars and she has appreciated all the help and support they 
have shown her over the years!  Chrystina is devoted to fundraising, giving back to the community, and 
making the world around her a better place.  
 
Aside from being The Merrimack District Director for GFWC, Chrystina sits on the board for the State of 
NH’s FFA Foundation and president of the PTO at her children’s school. When she is not volunteering, 

she is a wife to her amazing husband of 14 years and a mom to two energetic, smart little boys. 
 
She is living her best life, being everything she has dreamt of, which includes but does not limit, being a 
makeup artist, educator, professional face-painter, a life coach focusing on health, wellness, and 
motivational speaking. She continues to learn from the amazing woman in this organization year after 
year. She feels blessed for each opportunity and cannot wait to meet more of the wonderful woman in 
GFWC.  
 
 
 
 
 

Capitol North: Anne Lamson 
 
Anne is a member of the Ashland Woman’s Club, currently serving as president. (No photo available). 
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            Seacoast District: Deb Dumont 
 
Deb has been a member of the Exeter Area GFWC (previously Exeter Area Junior Women’s Club) 

coming up on 5 years. She held the position of President during the challenges of COVID from 2019-
2021. Deb has been active on many committees starting early with her passion for the Environment 
including beach clean ups, preserving our resources, helping with scholarship activities to encourage 
youth to see the beauty in our woods, and protecting our lands. With the start of EAGFWC’s new 
committee  “Health and Wellness”, she assisted the club in creating weekly walking and hiking meet ups 

to help improve our well-being by getting outside and being active. 
  
Deb also is an accountant working toward retirement. She enjoys time with friends and family, traveling, 
exercise, reading, games, and the Lake. 
 

Nominating Committee 
 

Chairman: Jeanne O’Sullivan 
 
Jeanne has been a member of GFWC-NH for more than 30 years. She currently serves as State 
President, 2020-2022. Prior to this, Jeanne was Director of Junior Clubs and filled many offices and 
chairmanships at both the state and local level. She is a member of the Exeter Area GFWC and the 
Just a Membership (JAM) club. 
 

Member: Carol Brauza 
 
My family, husband, Ken and daughter, Sarah moved to New Hampshire 26 years ago. I became active 
in GFWC in 1999 joining the GFWC Hudson Junior Woman's Club holding many leadership roles 
through the years including Club Treasurer and Club President. I was also a member of the GFWC 
Community Club serving as Club Treasurer for many years. When my husband and I relocated to The 
Beautiful Lakes Region, I joined the GFWC Concord Contemporary Club and now serve as Club 
Treasurer. I also served 4 years as GFWC-NH Treasurer. I would be happy to serve on the nominating 
committee. 
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Member: Betsy Cotton 
 
Betsy Cotton has been a longstanding member of the Hollis Woman's Club. 
She has worn many hats starting as Greeter for general membership meetings to committee member 
for fundraising events, festivals, budget, and bylaws committees. She has served as Steward for 
supplies and various board positions including Club President from 2016-2018. She currently serves as 
Vice President. Seeing the Hollis Woman's Club as a gateway to local community advocacy and a 
window for service to the wider area of this great Granite State, she would be happy to serve on the 
NH- GFWC nominating committee. 
 

Member: Nancy Greenberg 

 
Before there was GFWC in my life, there was my family: husband Nate (now old!), daughter Rachel 
(now 45), and son Adam (now 42). Adam was married four years ago and now lives around the corner; 
he and his wife Joelle are the parents of our first grandchild, Ari, almost two years old. Nate and I grew 
up in New York; the children were born in Connecticut. We moved to New Hampshire in 1983 and in 
spring of 1984 I joined the Exeter Area Juniors (now Exeter Area GFWC). I had the perfect mentors: 
Carol Waters, Denise Raisanen and Jeanne O’Sullivan. They have remained alongside me throughout 

my GFWC journey. During this long GFWC run, I have held the offices of:  President, Exeter Area 
Juniors; GFWC-NH Director of Junior Clubs (2006-08), GFWC-NH President-elect; GFWC-NH 
President (2010-12) GFWC-NH Public Issues Chairman for 8 years; JAM Club (Membership Team) 
President for 4 years; GFWC New England Region Recording Secretary. I am currently the GFWC-NH 
Recording Secretary and Exeter Area Recording Secretary. I am also the 2020-2022 GFWC Chairman 
of Civic Engagement and Outreach (formerly Public Issues). A second career, when I have the time, 
would be in entertainment, as I have become proficient at juggling. I enjoy being a member of 3 GFWC-
NH clubs – Exeter Area GFWC, GFWC-NH Hudson Women’s Club and the GFWC-NH JAM Club. 

 

Fifth Member of Nominating Committee: Vacant 
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SleepOut 2022 

 

March 25 join us in SleepOut 2022, as we take the next big step toward ending youth homelessness 

in New Hampshire. 

The SleepOut is a night spent out in the cold to raise community consciousness and critical funds that 

will transform the lives of homeless youth and get another step closer to ending youth homelessness in 

NH. In 2022, depending upon the pandemic, we will conduct a hybrid SleepOut, meaning, you get to 

sleep out in your own backyard or join a communal sleep out at designated sites across the state, TBD. 

Funds raised through this event will help us mitigate the suffering of homeless youth, and advocate for 

change at the legislative level. As well, these funds give us the impetus to expand our service in three 

regions across the state! We’ll be opening a drop-in center in Rochester and Concord and establishing an 

overnight shelter for youth in Manchester! 

Your participation and support of SleepOut 2022 will help us reach more youth across the state, and help 

them redirect their life course. EVERY young person deserves a chance, and now they have one. This is 

a true game-changer for NH youth. 

Register now and start raising funds. Be a part of taking the next steps toward ending youth 

homelessness in NH. 

 
464 Chestnut St. 

P.O. Box 448 

Manchester, NH 03105 

T E L  ( 603)  518 . 4000 F A X  ( 603)  668 .6260 REGIONAL O FFI CES  

  

tel:+1-603-518-4000
tel:+1-603-518-4000
tel:+1-603-668-6260
tel:+1-603-668-6260
https://waypointnh.org/regional-offices
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GENERAL FEDERATION of WOMEN’S CLUBS 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 

              
            Jeanne O’Sullivan, GFWC-NH President 
                   2020-2022 President’s Project:   

Go Forth With Confidence-NH Scholarship for Survivors 
             

Call to GFWC-NH Mid Winter Meeting 

We will require masks and follow other health precautions 

 

▪ Date & Time:  Saturday, January 29, 2022  

• 8:30-8:55 am GFWC-NH Board of Directors Meeting 

• 9:00 am- 2:30 pm Mid Winter Meeting 

▪ Location: Fratello’s Restaurant, 155 Dow St. Manchester, NH 03101 

▪ Cost:  $40.00 (includes $5.00 registration fee) 

▪ RSVP: by January 17, 2022 

▪ Dress:  Business/Casual 

 

Preliminary Agenda 

• Welcome & Introductions 

• Business  
Vote on proposed by-law amendments  

• GFWC-NH Jennie Award recognition – Phyllis Appler 

• Legislative Action Center sign-up contest 

• Photo contest 

• Luncheon  

• Election of 2022-2024 GFWC-NH Officers 

• Program - TBD 

• Announcements/Chairman updates throughout the day 

• Closing 

• Raffles 
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General Federation of Women’s Clubs – New Hampshire  
January 29, 2022, Mid Winter Meeting 

REGISTRATION FORM  
 

                            REGISTRATION: $40.00 (includes $5.00 registration fee, room charge, coffee, tea, water, & plated lunch.) 
LOCATION: Fratello’s Restaurant, 155 Dow St. Manchester, NH  03101 
TIME:  9:00-2:30 (8:30 Board of Directors meeting) 
RSVP DEADLINE DATE:     January 17, 2022 

 
Send registration form and check to:  Alison Dillman 

4 Plaza Ave. 
Hudson, NH 03051 
All Checks payable to GFWC-NH. 

 

_______ Check here if you prefer to pay through the PayPal button on the gfwcnh.org website – please note that 
you are paying for Mid Winter registration when you remit through PayPal.   

Please submit a registration form to Alison Dilman, even if you are paying through PayPal. 

                                                                  

Clubs may use registration form to submit a single registration form for all members attending or members 
may submit their own form individually. 

 

LUNCH CHOICES: (includes soup, entrée (choose from the two options below), vegetable and dessert) 

• Broiled Haddock (gf) 

• Marinated Beef Tips (gf) 

• Special request/dietary restriction – please specify: 

 

CLUB NAME:__________________________________________________________________________  

CONTACT NAME:________________________________________ PHONE NUMBER:_______________  

                         

Name Note if Club 

President or her 

Voting Delegate 

Lunch Choice 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

TOTAL AMOUNT OF REGISTRATION FEES ENCLOSED:      $__________________________ 


