GFWC-New Hampshire

Resolution – Adopted January 24, 2009

 
Mid-Winter Meeting


Presented by the Resolutions Committee


Trafficking in Persons


Whereas, According to the U.S. Department of State

1. Trafficking in persons is a modern form of slavery, involving victims who are

typically forced, defrauded or coerced into sexual and/or labor exploitation; and

2. Trafficking in persons is among the fastest growing criminal activities; and

3. Annually, at least 700,000 people, mostly women and children, are trafficked

worldwide, including 50,000 persons into the United States;  therefore


RESOLVED, That the General Federation of Women’s Clubs – New Hampshire urges its 

 
member clubs to:

1. Educate members and the public about the serious problem of trafficking in persons;
2. Advocate for the support and protection of victims;
3. Advocate for the prosecution of exploiters; and

RESOLVED, That the General Federation of Women’s Clubs – New Hampshire supports law enforcement coordination among countries; and further

RESOLVED, That the General Federation of Women’s Clubs – New Hampshire strongly supports the enforcement of existing laws and the creations of new where needed.
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Prison Reform

Whereas, Studies have shown that punishment alone is not a deterrent to crime; and

Whereas, Use of modern methods of incarceration could develop responsible, law-abiding citizens;  therefore

RESOLVED,  That the General Federation of Women’s  Clubs – New Hampshire urges its member clubs to encourage prison boards and administrators to take advantage of every possible resource in order that prisoners, regardless of gender, may be provided with and make use of:

1. Psychological evaluation and psychiatric treatment, when indicated;
2. Adequate medical treatment;
3. Remedial education and vocational training;
4. Life skills training;
5. The opportunity for spiritual guidance;
6. Drug and alcohol abuse treatment;
7. preparation for returning to their communities; and further

RESOLVED, That efforts be made to provide adequate follow-up services upon release of prisoners in order to assist them in their full adjustment as productive members of society.
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Abused Persons

Whereas, Physical, emotional, and sexual abuse continues to increase within our society cutting across age, ethnic, racial educational and socioeconomic lines and can cause emotional distress, physical injury and death to children and adults; and

Whereas, Persons who witness violence or are directly victimized by it, endure various emotional ramifications, and are at an increased risk or perpetuating violence in their own relationships; and

Whereas, Many states have effective laws on only certain specific areas of abused persons; and

Whereas, Many state laws and legal remedies designed to protect victims of abuse are applied inconsistently; and

Whereas, There continues to be a need for emergency shelters and counseling services for all victims of abuse;  therefore

RESOLVED,  That the General Federation of Women’s Clubs- New Hampshire supports legislation and actively promotes programs that:

1. Identify at-risk families and suspected cases of child, spousal and elder abuse;

2. Provide emergency aid and shelter for those who are forced to leave violent family settings;

3. Provide treatment, support and advocacy for victims and rehabilitation for perpetrators of abuse;

4. Provide public awareness and education programs concerning prevention of abuse; and further

             RESOLVED,  That the General Federation of Women’s Clubs – New Hampshire urges   

             Congress to fully fund legislation that supports victims of domestic violence and sexual


assault; and further


RESOLVED, That the General Federation of Women’s Clubs – New Hampshire urges its 


member clubs to enlist the help of hospitals, doctors, educators, lawyers, police, churches, counseling services, social service agencies, domestic violence shelters and programs, and clinics in a united effort for prevention of abuse and treatment of abused persons.
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Hungry and Homeless

Whereas, There are increasing numbers of hungry and homeless people, including growing numbers of youth and families with children; and

Whereas, Poverty, lack of affordable housing, unemployment, medical expenses, domestic violence, mental illness and addiction disorders are major causes of hungry and homeless persons; and

Whereas, Food, safe shelter, clothing, medical and mental health services, substance abuse treatment, education and employment training opportunities are greatly needed by the hungry and homeless; and

Whereas, Hungry and Homeless families require specialized services to ensure their health, safety, emotional well-being, and education;  therefore

RESOLVED,  That the General Federation of Women’s Clubs – New Hampshire urges its member clubs to:

1. Contact local homeless coalitions to survey current needs and services available including access to public education, mental health care, and substance abuse treatment for the homeless population in their communities;

2. Support funding for needed services such as food pantries and food kitchens;

3. Contact local homeless assistance providers and inquire how members can support their efforts;

4. Support efforts to improve or develop transitional living programs with emphasis on education, food, life skills and employment training to enable homeless families and individuals to become self-sufficient members of the community;

5. Support efforts to develop decent, affordable and permanent housing to snsure that the cycle of homelessness is broken;   and

6. Work to educate the public on the need to support and supply food to local food pantries, soup kitchens and transitional housing organizations.
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Use of the term Chairman

Whereas,  Parliamentary Law has a language all its own; and

Whereas,  The current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised provides that the


      word “chairman” be used to designate presiding officers who are not presidents


      or vice-presidents;  therefore

RESOLVED,  That the General Federation of Women’s Clubs – New Hampshire encourages

                       its members to use the term “chairman” instead of “chairperson”, “chairwoman”

                       or any other term.
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Support of Arts in Schools and Communities

Whereas,   The arts enhance life in all its dimensions; and

Whereas,    Art serves as a vehicle for communication not always achieved by

                     presentation of historical and scientific fact; and

Whereas,    Participation in the arts may improve confidence, social skills and

                     learning skills and troubled children who participate in art programs

                     are more likely to continue their education and adopt appropriate 

                     social behavior; therefore

Resolved,   That the General Federation of Women’s Clubs – New Hampshire urges that 

                     arts in the broadest sense be integrated into curricula of preschools,

                     elementary schools, and secondary schools, and as many aspects of
                     community life as possible; and further

Resolved,   That the General Federation of Women’s Clubs – New Hampshire urges

                      its member clubs to encourage promotion and funding for all the arts,

                      both visual and performing, in schools and communities.
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Equal Rights and Responsibilities for Women

Whereas,  The Constitution of the United States does not guarantee equality of

                  status of women, except with regard to the right to vote, and will 

                  guarantee equality of other rights only when an amendment for the

                  purpose is included therein;  and

Whereas,  Lack of ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) continuously

                  jeopardizes women’s parity with men in the areas of health care,

                  violence, education and employment;  therefore

Resolved,  That the GFWC-New Hampshire reaffirms its support of the Equal Rights

                   Amendment which would provide that equality of rights under the law

                   shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any state on

                   account of sex.
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Voter Registration and Voting

Whereas,   The election process is fundamental to the democratic process which

                     assures the basic rights of United States citizens; and

Whereas,    Eligible voters often fail to register to vote in elections;   therefore

Resolved,    That the General Federation of Women’s Clubs – New Hampshire promotes

                       education on the importance of voting and the electoral process;  and

Resolved,     That the General Federation of Women’s Clubs – New Hampshire urges its

                        member clubs to participate in credible voter registration drives;  and further

Resolved,      That the General Federation of Women’s Clubs – New Hampshire encourages

                         its members to register and vote in local, state, and federal elections.

GFWC-New Hampshire

Resolution – Adopted January 22, 2005 – Amended, January, 2008

Mid-Winter Meeting

Highlander Hotel, Manchester, NH

Presented by the Resolutions Committee
Abolishment of Pornography
Whereas,  Pornography has been associated with damaged marriages, violence

                   against women and the exploitation of children, and is known to be addictive

                   and progressive;   and

Whereas,  Pornographic materials are so readily available, especially on the internet; therefore

Resolved,  That the General Federation of Women’s Clubs – New Hampshire urges its

                     member clubs to use every available legal means to combat pornography by:

1. Educating its members, teenagers, parents, and the public about the
problems of easy access to pornographic materials on the internet, in

films and other forms of media and its ill effects on society.

2. Strongly supporting and cooperating in the prosecution of those who

violate pornography laws, especially those dealing with children.
