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Hello GFWC NH Ladies, 

2020 is here and we are growing 
and going strong. Can’t believe this 
is my last GFWC NH newsletter ar-
ticle as your State President.  

Mid-Winter meeting was at the 
Nashua Country Club and we had a 
very special guest. GFWC Second 
Vice-President Suellen Brazil did a 
workshop “The Best on Our Hori-
zon”. Clubwomen shared Club Pro-
jects at their tables then choose one 
to share with the whole room. Club-
women received a booklet with over 
50 project ideas from all over the 
country. The ideas were great. 

GFWC NH Club Anniversaries were 
recognized along with Membership 
Recruitment. We also did a Leader-
ship “Animal Personality Type” quiz. 
So, if one of your Clubwoman at-

tended Mid-Winter Meeting ask 
them if they are a Lion, Otter, Gold-
en Retrievers or a Beaver and what 
that means. We did a Giving and 
Receiving Feedback activity. Test-
ing how well we communicate and 
listen. Ballots were cast for the 
2020-2022 GFWC NH Administra-
tion. Photos were judged and Club-
woman shared their love of the Arts.  

GFWC NH Grants were awarded to 
GFWC Girls in Action Club for 
$483 to be used for Communication 
and Public Relation and Member-
ship for items such as a new ban-
ner, rack cards and holder, flyers, t-
shirts with logos and an information-
al meeting for potential new mem-
bers pizza party. 

  

 2020   

Apr 24 Federation Day 

Comedian Night 

at the Derry-

field Country 

Club, Manches-

ter 

May 8 

and 9 

GFWC-NH An-

nual Meeting 

Mills Falls, Mer-

edith 

June 26 

thru 30 

GFWC Interna-

tional Conven-

tion, Atlanta, 

Georgia 

GFWC Girls in Action receiving their 

Grant Check. 
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Conservation Community Service  
Program 
 
GFWC NH Chairman – Phyllis Appler  
conservation@gfwcnh.org  

GFWC Portsmouth City Women’s Club was 
awarded $2,000 to help offset the $5,200 cost 
for a new chimney liner for their Clubhouse. 

 

Federation Day, Friday April 24th we will be 
holding our first annual “Evening of Unity” fund-
raiser at Derryfield Country Club, 625 North 
Mammoth Road, Manchester NH to benefit 
NAMI-NH (National Alliance on Mental Illness). 
There will be light hors d’oeuvres, a cash bar, 
silent auction, cash appeal, 2020 Unity Award 
given and comedy by Linda Belt. The cost is 
$40 please ask husbands, friends, neighbors, 
business associates to attend. Don’t forget to 
ask your local business to also be a sponsor. 
Let’s have some fun and raise some dough for 
a good cause. 

Annual Meeting will be May 8-9, 2020 at Mill 
Falls at the Lake in Meredith NH. We will have 
the installation of the 2020-2022 Administration 
on Friday night, per Jeanne O’Sullivan’s re-
quest, followed by a dinner. So, think about 
spending the night. There is a block of rooms 
available at a reduced price. It will be a time to 
celebrate all the wonderful projects from all 
over the state and a time to recognize the Hon-
or Roll Clubwomen in our state. We will be en-
tertained by Ehris Unban and Velya Jancz-
Urban from Grounded Good Wife who will be 

GFWC Portsmouth City Women’s Club receiving their 

Grant check 

doing a presentation of “Suffragettes in Corse-
lettes, The Evolution of Underwear & Our 19th 
Amendment”. Come and celebrate with us. It 
will be a great day. 

But most importantly I personally want to thank 
all the Clubs and Clubwomen throughout the 
state for all that you do to make your communi-
ties and state a better place. I want to thank all 
the Clubwomen who stepped up into a leader-
ship role and said yes to being a State Chair-
man or to be on a committee. I want to thank 
my Executive Committee for being a team that 
is dedicated and committed to this organization. 
You all warm my heart with so much joy. Thank 
you for the memories and keep doing what you 
do. The world is a better place because of you. 
Thank-you. 

In New Hampshire, Arbor 
Day is celebrated on the 
last Friday in April.  This 
year, that event falls on 
April 24, Federation Day!  
One of GFWC Interna-
tional President Mary El-

len Brock’s Seven Grand Initiatives was that 
1000 trees be planted for Arbor Day.  Can your 
club plant a tree this year? 

Here are some other ideas for celebrating Arbor 
Day from the Arbor Day website: 

Hold an Arbor Day ceremony and honor the 
good stewards in your community. 

Organize a Big Tree or Oldest Tree search 
within your community. 

Write a story, produce a play, or present a 
skit about trees. 

Choose a public park or downtown area to 
clean up. 

Read a book about trees. 

___________________________________________________
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Hold an Arbor Day Birthday Party for the 
community. 

Sponsor a craft show featuring exhibitors 
who engage in crafts with natural materials. 

Schedule classes on tree pruning, tree se-
lection, tree identification and tree planting. 

Hold a Read-In at the library. 

Host a concert. 

Sponsor a poster contest, poetry contest or 
tree trivia contest. 

Organize a tree identification hike. 

Volunteer with a local tree-planting organiza-
tion. 

Encourage neighborhood organizations to 

hold Arbor Day block parties. 

Hello Clubwomen,  

The 2019 reports are in and it’s great to see all 

the wonderful work you’ve been doing to support 

your communities. From collecting books, giving 

scholarships, and reading to seniors and stu-

dents - you all have been busy making an im-

pact! 

Speaking of reading, this Chairman came 

across a list of books about the women’s suf-

frage movement and wanted to share it with 

you. The 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitu-

tion granted American women the right to vote, 

a right known as women's suffrage, and was rat-

ified on August 18, 1920. As the 100
th
 anniver-

sary approaches, you might consider choosing 

one of these books to read and discuss in your 

club. Whether you all read the same book or 

have groups reading different titles and present-

ing their reviews, it could be fun activity and 

worthwhile way to celebrate. Here are a few of 

the titles from the list:  

Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. An-
thony: A Friendship That Changed the 
World, Penny Colman, 2016 

Failure is Impossible: Susan B. Anthony 
in her own Words, Lynn Sherr, 1996 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton: an American 
Life, Lori D. Ginzberg, 2010 

The Ideas of the Woman Suffrage Move-
ment: 1890-1920, Aileen S. Kraditor, 
1981 

Lucretia Mott Herself: Abolition & Wom-
en’s Rights in the 19

th
 Century, Carol 

Faulkner, 2013 

Lucy Stone: An Unapologetic Life, Sally 
G. McMillen, 2015 

Massachusetts in the Woman Suffrage 
Movement: Revolutionary Reformers, 
Barbara F. Berenson, 2018 

The Women’s Suffrage Movement, Sally 
Roesch Wagner, 2019 

 

If you have questions or comments, you can 

reach out by email to education@GFWCNH.org.  

TO Our GFWC-New Hampshire Clubwomen ~ 
This document, containing important infor-
mation concerning the Anniversary of the 
RIGHT TO VOTE and a corresponding skit to 
enjoy, was compiled by Celene Post, GFWC 
Public Issues Chairman. Please read, enjoy 
and use this information to prepare and exe-
cute your own club’s celebration of the 100

th
 

ANNIVERSARY.                     Nancy Green-
berg, GFWC-NH Public Issues Chairman  
 

NOW IS THE TIME” – WOMEN’S 

EQUALITY DAY 

On August 26, we will be celebrating Women’s Equality, 
the 100

th
 Anniversary of the adoption of the 19

th
 Amend-

ment to the United States Constitution.  With the ratifica-
tion, 51% of the population in the United States, women 
had won the right to vote. The amazing story of that early 
grassroots campaign is a proud part of our shared history 

Public Issues Community Service Pro-
gram 
GFWC NH Chairman—Nancy Greenberg 
Public Issues@gfwc.org 

Education Community Service Program 
 
GFWC NH Chairman – Karen Caldwell 
education@gfwcnh.org 
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that is fascinating, full of brilliance, daring, and heroism. 
The Women’s Rights Convention held in Seneca Falls, 
New York in 1848, was led by Elizabeth Cady Stanton and 
Lucretia Mott. Their voices inspired women to seek chang-
es in the legal and political systems that existed. What 
could have been so terrible? These women, who called 
their husband by the formal title of “Mr.”, also had: 

• No voice in laws 

• No right to a college education 

• No opportunity to enter most professions 

• No independent rights after marriage 

• No custody of children in case of divorce 

• And…no right to vote! 

The convention framed a national discussion about wom-
en’s rights in America and marked the beginning of a mas-
sive civil rights movement that would span the next seven-
ty-two years. In 1869, two national organizations were es-
tablished with both dedicated to advancing women’s 
rights. Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
formed the National Woman’s Suffrage Association that 
sought a federal constitution giving all women the right to 
vote no matter where they lived. In the same year, Julia 
Ward Howe and Lucy Stone formed the American Woman 
Suffrage Association that focused on state referendums 
and petitions.  

2019 marked the start of Women’s Suffrage Centennial 
Celebrations across America. Women want to ensure the 
suffrage centennial is appropriately recognized. Civic or-
ganizations, city and small-town museums, community 
and individuals are also developing special ways to cele-
brate this historic advancement. 

What can you do? 

With energy, educate your club members!! Begin by mak-
ing plans NOW to ensure you have planned an ex-
traordinary event. 

Contact community libraries, the local historical society, 
and museums – see what their plans are and offer to 
partner with them as you prepare for the 2020 cele-
bration. 

Engage your local and state representatives and ask that 
they begin with a proclamation for Women’s Equality 
Day 2020. This is an easy win that can be duplicated 
each year. 

Hold a Commemorative Tea – On May 9, 1848, five advo-
cates for women’s rights met for tea in New York. 
From that gathering, the five ladies planned the Sene-
ca Falls Convention of July 1848. (The tea could be at 
a monthly meeting or how about April – when we cele-
brate Federation Day?) 

Contact your local library or bookstore and ask if they 
could create a display that highlights women’s suf-

frage for an entire month. 

Does your community have a Fourth of July Parade? 
Have a float depicting Women’s Suffrage! Don’t have 
enough women to produce a float? How about a 
pickup truck with ladies dressed in white sitting in the 
truck holding signs celebrating the 100

th
 Anniversary 

of Women winning the right to vote on August 26? 

Remember, your activities do not have to fall on the 
actual day, August 26.  

When the 19
th
 Amendment was finally ratified, on August 

26, 1920, Carrie Chapman Catt issued the public reminder 
about how long the first phase of the women’s rights 
movement had taken – 72 years: 

“Young suffragists who helped forge the last links of that 
chain were not born when it began,” she said, and “old 
suffragists who helped forge the first links were dead 
when it ended.” 

As today’s links in that chain we can forge the bonds of 
the past with the possibilities of the future. We can do it 
because we must….and because we must, we will!! 

Here are a few more resources: 

**NHWomenVote100.org – This website lists events 
around the state related to the centennial 

**The Woman Suffrage Timeline – http://
www.thelizlibrary.org/suffrage/ 

**Here is a fabulous website for you. To honor the cele-
bration of 100 years of women’s right to vote, Artist Mirelle 
Miller created a painting entitled Women Leading the 
Way. Women included in the painting made important 
contributions to the history of the Women’s Suffrage 
Movement and beyond. The painting can be seen on the 
website http://www.suffragettes2020.com/the-painting. 
Hover over one of the 100 women in the painting and you 
will get a short description of her suffrage contribution!  

**The NH Humanities has an array of programs that cele-
brate and inform about the long journey of the suffragists 
before they succeeded in winning the right to vote for all 
women. Please go to NH Humanities and discover what 
they have to offer. Most programs are free. Today, Sun-
day, February 16, I attended the power point program on 
the history of the Right to Vote, presented by Liz Tentarel-
li, League of Women Voters. It was FANTASTIC!  

 

 

http://www.thelizlibrary.org/suffrage/
http://www.thelizlibrary.org/suffrage/
http://www.suffragettes2020.com/the-painting


 

 

New Hampshire Clubwoman Page 5 

Failure is Impossible 

By Rosemary H. Knower 

The play Failure is Impossible was first performed on August 26, 1995, as part of commemoration of the 75th 
anniversary of the 19th amendment at the National Archives. To dramatize the debate for woman suffrage, 
playwright Rosemary Knower was commissioned to write this narrative script, drawing on the Congressional 
Record, petitions to Congress, personal letters within the legislative records of the Government, and other ar-
chival sources such as newspaper editorials and articles, diaries and memoirs. 

  

Cast of Characters: 

Narrator 
Reader #1 
Reader #2 
Reader #3 

Each reader portrayed several different people in the suffrage movement. However, a teacher could also as-
sign different students to read the part of each individual. 

  

In order of appearance: 

Abigail Adams 
Sarah Grimke 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
Frederick Douglass 
Susan B. Anthony 
Sojourner Truth 
Frances Gage 
Lucy Stone 
Clara Barton 
Mr. Reagan, of Texas 
Mary Ware Dennett 
Harriot Stanton Blatch 
Woodrow Wilson 
Carrie Chapman Catt and Nettie Rogers Schuler 

  

The Script 

Based on Eyewitness Accounts and Original Documents 

  

Narrator: Today is the seventy-fifth anniversary of the passage of the Nineteenth Amendment, giving women 
the right to vote. Do I hear you say, wait a minute, the country is two hundred and nineteen years old, and 
women have only been voting for seventy-five years? What's the problem here? The problem began with the 
words of the Founding Fathers. Not the ones they put in. The ones they left out. In 1776, when John Adams sat 



 

 

New Hampshire Clubwoman Page 6 

with a committee of men in Philadelphia, writing the Declaration of Independence, he got a letter from his 
wife, Abigail: 

Reader #1 (Abigail Adams): John, in the new code of laws . . . remember the ladies. . . . Do not put such un-
limited power in the hands of the husbands. Remember all men would be tyrants if they could. . . . We . . . will 
not hold ourselves bound by any laws in which we have no voice, or representation. 

Narrator: But when the Founding Fathers sat down to write the Declaration and the Constitution, they left out 
one critical word: "Women." Nearly sixty years later, when Sarah and Angelina Grimke spoke to state legisla-
tures about the evils of slavery, their actions were denounced from the pulpit as contrary to God's law and the 
natural order. 

Reader #3 (pastoral letter): The power of woman is her dependence, flowing from that weakness God has 
given her for her protection. When she assumes the place and tone of a man as a public reformer, her character 
becomes unnatural, and the way opened for degeneracy and ruin. 

Narrator: Sarah Grimke had an answer for that. 

Reader #2 (Sarah Grimke): This distinction between the duties of men and women as moral beings! That 
what is Virtue in men is Vice in women!?! All I ask of our brethren is that they take their feet off our necks 
and permit us to stand upright. 

Narrator: In 1848 a group of women organized the first Women's Rights Convention in Seneca Falls, New 
York. It took great courage. In the 1840s respectable women did not even speak in public, let alone call meet-
ings. Elizabeth Cady Stanton said later: 

Reader #1 (Elizabeth Cady Stanton): We felt as helpless and hopeless as if we had suddenly been asked to 
construct a steam engine. 

Narrator: But they were determined. They rewrote the Declaration of Independence. 

Reader #1 (Stanton): "We hold these truths to be self evident: that all men and women are created equal . . ." 

Narrator: And they called for equal rights under the law. At the convention, abolitionist Frederick Douglass 
spoke in favor of women voting. Reporting the resolutions of the convention in his newspaper, The North Star, 
he noted: 

Reader #3 (Frederick Douglass): In respect to political rights, . . . there can be no reason in the world for 
denying to woman the elective franchise. 

Narrator: In the 1850s, Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and Lucy Stone led a group of coura-
geous women who plunged headlong into the fight for abolition and universal suffrage. They formed the 
American Equal Rights Association. One newspaper denounced them as: 

Reader #3 (newspaper editorial): Mummified and fossilated females, void of domestic duties, habits, and 
natural affections." 

Narrator: In fact, most of the women were married, with children. Elizabeth Cady Stanton wrote suffrage 
speeches while nursing her sixth child, a daughter who would continue her mother's work. 
When the Civil War began in 1861, suffragists deferred their campaign for the vote to give full attention to the 
national crisis. Annie T. Wittenmeyer was appointed superintendent of all army diet kitchens. Mary Walker 
served as the first female surgeon. Louisa May Alcott and thousands of other women served as nurses. Anna 
Ella Carroll was one of Lincoln's advisers on strategy. 
In 1865, when the war was over, and Congress debated an amendment to give freed slaves the right to vote, the 
suffragists petitioned Congress to include women, too. 

Reader #2 (Susan B. Anthony): We represent fifteen million people—one-half the entire population of the 
country—the Constitution classes us as "free people," yet we are governed without our consent, compelled to 
pay taxes without appeal, and punished for violations of law without choice of judge or juror. You are now 
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   amending the Constitution, and . . . placing new safeguards around the individual rights of four million eman-
cipated slaves. We ask that you extend the right of suffrage to women—the only remaining class of disfran-
chised citizens—and thus fulfill your constitutional obligation. 

Narrator: Sojourner Truth, whose speech "Ain't I a Woman?" had so moved the Equal Rights Convention in 
1851, spoke again in 1867 for women's right to vote. 

Reader # 1 (Sojourner Truth): I . . . speak for the rights of colored women. I want to keep the thing stirring, 
now that the ice is cracked. . . . You have been having our rights for so long, that you think, like a slaveholder, 
that you own us. 

Reader #1 (Frances Gage): Suffragist Frances Gage wrote, "Fifty-two thousand pulpits in this country have 
been teaching women the lesson that has been taught them for centuries, that they must not think about voting. 
But when fifty-two thousand pulpits at the beginning of this war, lifted up their voices and asked of women, 
'come out and help us' did they stand back? In every home in the whole United States, they rose up and went to 
work for the nation." 

Narrator: But in spite of the petitions and the passion, the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments were silent 
on the issue of voting rights for women. Nevertheless, the suffragists would not give up. In 1869 Lucy Stone 
sent out "An Appeal to the Men and Women of America": 

Reader #2 (Lucy Stone): Get every man or woman to sign [this petition] who is not satisfied while women, 
idiots, felons, and lunatics are the only classes excluded from the exercise of the right of suffrage. Let the great 
army of working-women, who wish to secure a fair day's wages for a fair day's work, Sign It. Let the wife, 
from whom the law takes the right to what she earns, Sign It. Let the mother, who has no legal right to her own 
children, Sign It . . . 

Narrator: Civil War nurse Clara Barton spoke at the Suffrage Convention in 1870: 

Reader #1 (Clara Barton): Brothers, when you were weak, and I was strong, I toiled for you. Now you are 
strong, and I ask your aid. I ask the ballot for myself and my sex. As I stood by you, I pray you stand by me 
and mine. 

Narrator: When the Senate considered "The Woman Question" again in 1872, the same tired old arguments 
were raised to oppose women voting. 

Reader #3 (Mr. Reagan, of Texas): I hope sir, that it will not be considered ungracious in me that I oppose 
the will of any lady. But when she so far misunderstands her duty as to want to go to working on the road and 
serving in the army, I want to protect her against it. [Should] we attempt to overturn the social status of the 
world as it has existed for 6,000 years?!? 

Narrator: The congressman from Texas wasn't the only lawmaker who argued that if the Founding Fathers 
had meant women to vote, they would have said so directly. Elizabeth Cady Stanton responded: 

Reader #1 (Stanton): Women did vote in America at the time the Constitution was adopted. If the Framers of 
the Constitution meant they should not, why did they not distinctly say so? The women of the country, having 
at last roused up to their rights and duties as citizens, have a word to say. . . . It is not safe to leave the 
"intentions" of the [Founding] Fathers, or of the Heavenly Father, wholly to masculine interpretation. 

Narrator: Congress appointed a committee to study the floods of petitions arriving daily from women. This is 
how it worked: 

Reader #3 ("Feeler Feelix," Cracker-Barrel Philosopher): Women's petitions are generally referred to a 
fool committee of fools, . . . carefully laid on the floor of the committee room to be a target at which to shoot 
tobacco juice. And the committee man who can hit the mark oftenest is regarded as having done the most to 
kill the petition. . . . 

Narrator: Even the President of the United States remained indifferent to the poignant arguments of the suf-
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  fragists. Elizabeth Cady Stanton said of President Rutherford Hayes: 

Reader #1 (Stanton): In President Hayes's last message, he reviews the interests of the Republic, from the 
army [and] the navy to . . . the crowded condition of the mummies, dead ducks and fishes in the Smithson-
ian Institution. Yet [he] forgets to mention twenty million women citizens robbed of their social, civil, and 
political rights. Resolved, that a committee be appointed to wait upon the President and remind him of the 
existence of one-half of the American people whom he has accidentally overlooked. 

Narrator: The pioneer women who were then settling the West had no intention of being overlooked. 
Women in the territory of Wyoming won the vote in 1869, followed shortly by women in the neighboring 
territories of Utah, Colorado, and Idaho. When Wyoming applied for statehood in 1890, a furious block of 
senators opposed its admission because it allowed women to vote. The senator from Tennessee called it "a 
reform against nature" and predicted it would "unsex and degrade the women of America." But Wyoming's 
citizens refused to give in. Their legislature cabled back to Washington: 

Reader #3: "We will remain out of the Union a hundred years rather than come in without our women!" 

Narrator: Encouraging words, but as the years of struggle rolled by, the women of Seneca Falls realized 
that they would not live to vote. Elizabeth Cady Stanton wrote: 

Reader #1 (Stanton): We are sowing winter wheat, which other hands than ours will reap and enjoy. 

Narrator: Twenty-four hours before she died, in 1902, Stanton dictated this plea to Theodore Roosevelt: 

Reader #1 (Stanton): Mr. President, Abraham Lincoln immortalized himself by the emancipation of four 
million slaves. Immortalize yourself by bringing about the complete emancipation of thirty-six million 
women. 

Narrator: By 1900, over three million women worked for wages outside the home, often in hazardous and 
exploitive conditions, often with their children beside them at the machinery. They needed the ballot to give 
them a voice in making labor laws. In the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire, 146 workers were killed trying to 
escape an unsafe building into which they had been locked to keep them at work. Suffragist Mary Ware 
Dennett wrote: 

Reader #2 (Mary Ware Dennett): It is enough to silence forever the selfish addleheaded drivel of the anti-
suffragists who say that working women can safely trust their welfare to their "natural protectors"!!? Trust 
the men who allow seven hundred women to sit wedged between the machines, in a ten-story building with 
no outside fire escapes, and the exits shuttered and locked? We claim in no uncertain voice that the time has 
come when women should have the one efficient tool with which to make for themselves decent and safe 
working conditions—the ballot. 

Narrator: Working women flocked to the suffragist banner. With this new army of supporters, women suc-
ceeded in putting suffrage on the states' agendas. 

Reader #1: In 1912 the suffrage referendum was passed in Arizona, Kansas, and Oregon. 

Reader #2: Defeated in Michigan, Ohio, Wisconsin . . . 

Narrator: In 1913, five thousand women marched down Pennsylvania Avenue on the day before Woodrow 
Wilson's inauguration, asking for the vote. They were mobbed by a hostile crowd. 

Reader #1: In 1914 the suffrage referendum passed in Montana and Nevada. 

Reader #2: Defeated in North and South Dakota, Nebraska, Missouri. 

Reader #1: 1915. The suffrage referendum failed in New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Massachu-
setts. 
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   Reader #3: In Massachusetts, the saloons handed out pink tickets printed with "Good for Two Drinks if 
Woman Suffrage is Defeated." 

Narrator: When the United States entered World War I in 1917, women were urged, once again, to put 
aside their cause for the war effort. Elizabeth Cady Stanton's daughter reminded them: 

Reader #1 (Harriot Stanton Blatch): The suffragists of Civil War days gave up their campaign to work 
for their country, expecting to be enfranchised in return for all their good services. . . . 
They were told they must wait. Now in 1917, women [are] still waiting. 

Narrator: But the suffragists of 1917 had read history. They worked for the war, and they continued to 
work for the vote. While women in unprecedented numbers entered war service, standing in for soldiers in 
factories and on farms, they also held mass meetings, handed out countless leaflets, sponsored parades, 
plays, lectures, and teas—anything to get the arguments for women's suffrage before the public. 

Reader #2: One suffragist said, "Some days I got up at 5:30 and did not get home until midnight, going 
from office to office, talking the question out." 

Reader #3 (eyewitness article): In New York, 1,030,000 women signed a petition asking for the right to 
vote. The petitions were pasted on placards borne by women marchers in a suffrage parade. The procession 
of the petitions alone covered more than half a mile. 

Narrator: Other suffragists turned to the militant tactics of the Women's Party. They picketed outside the 
White House, keeping their vigil in rain and cold. This was a new tactic in 1917! The police finally arrested 
them for "obstructing traffic." One eyewitness described the arrests: 

Reader #2 (Suffragist): An intense silence fell. The watchers . . . saw not only younger women, but white-
haired grandmothers, hoisted into the crowded patrol [wagon], their heads erect, and their frail hands hold-
ing tightly to the banner until [it was] wrested from them by brute force. 

Narrator: Other suffrage organizations lobbied, appealed to every state, and canvassed every legislature 
while the White House pickets kept public attention focused on the issue. Finally, in 1917, at the height of 
the First World War, President Wilson spoke to urge the Congress to act on suffrage: 

Reader # 3 (Woodrow Wilson): This is a people's war. They think that democracy means that women 
shall play their part alongside men, and upon an equal footing with them. If we reject measures like this, in 
ignorant defiance of what a new age has brought forth, they will cease to follow us or trust us. 

Narrator: In January of 1918, the Nineteenth Amendment to give women the right to vote came before the 
House: 

Reader #2 (Carrie Chapman Catt and Nettie Rogers Schuler): Down the roll-call, name by name, 
droned the voice of the Clerk. Mann of Illinois and Barnhart of Indiana had come from hospital beds to 
vote for suffrage; Sims of Tennessee came, in agony from a broken shoulder, to vote yes; Hicks of New 
York came from his wife's deathbed to keep his promise to her and vote for suffrage. 
Yes—No—name-by-name came the vote. It was close, but it was enough. 

Reader #1: When the vote was over, the corridors filled with smiling, happy women. On the way to the 
elevators a woman began to sing, "Praise God, from whom all blessings flow," with the words of the suf-
fragists: 

(Sweet Adelines sing:) 
Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow 
Praise Him All Women Here Below— 
(They continue singing, softly) 

Narrator: Despite this monumental triumph, the suffragists still had much work to do. It would be another 
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   year before the Senate passed the suffrage amendment, and another year beyond that before the necessary 
thirty-six states would ratify it. Finally, on August 26, 1920, seventy-five years ago today, the Nineteenth 
Amendment gave women throughout the nation the right to vote. 
At the last Suffrage Convention of 1920, Carrie Chapman Catt spoke to the joyful women: 

Reader #1 (Catt): Ours has been a movement with a soul, ever leading on. Women came, served, and 
passed on, but others came to take their places. Who shall say that all the hosts of the millions of women 
who have toiled and hoped and met delay are not here today, and joining in the rejoicing? Their cause has 
won. 
Be glad today. 
Let your joy be unconfined. Let it speak so clearly that its echo will be heard around the world. 
[Let] it find its way into the soul of every woman . . . who is longing for the opportunity and liberty still 
denied her. 
Let your voices ring out the gladness in your hearts! . . . 
Let us sing, together, "My Country, 'Tis of Thee . . . 
(Sweet Adelines begin "My Country 'Tis of Thee" on this cue; the audience joins in:) 

My Country 'Tis of Thee, 
Sweet Land of Liberty, 
Of Thee I Sing. 
Land Where My Fathers Died 
Land of My Mothers' Pride 
From Every Mountainside 
Let Freedom Ring. 

 
____________________ 

© 1995 by Rosemary H. Knower. No permission or royalty fees are required for educational uses of this 
script. Commercial Users: Please apply to the playwright: 13841 Willoughby Road, Upper Marlboro, MD 
20772, for permission and royalty fees. 
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Juniors’ Special Program:Advocates for 
Children 
GFWC NH Chairman – Mary McGahan 

GFWCJrSpecialProject@gfwcnh.org  

Congratulations to the Elected 
2020-2022 GFWC NH Administration  

 
President: Jeanne O’Sullivan, Exeter Area 
GFWC 
President-Elect: Beth Roth, GFWC Salem 
Women’s Club 
Vice-President: Denise Raisanen, Exeter Ar-
ea GFWC 
Treasurer: Pam Conary, Exeter Area GFWC 
Recording Secretary: Nancy Greenberg, 
GFWC Hudson Women’s Club 
Corresponding Secretary: Laura Otterson, 
GFWC Dover Women’s Club 
Capitol North District Director: Deb Pro-
vencher, GFWC Leadership Club 
Merrimack South District Director: Chrys-
tine Moran, Candia Community Women’s 
Club 
Seacoast District Director: Donna Maskwa, 
GFWC Dover Women’s Club 
Nominating Chairman:  
Anne Engelhardt, GFWC Hudson Women’s 
Club 
Nominating Committee:  
Tina Smith, GFWC Leadership Club 
Mary McGahan, GFWC Concord Contem-
porary Club  

The definition of child advocacy involves stand-
ing up for the rights of children who cannot 
stand up for themselves or who have been vic-
timized or mistreated in some way. 

Child advocacy refers to a range of individual, 
professionals and advocacy organizations who 
speak out on the best interest of children. 

GFWC Juniors’ Special Program: Advocates for 
Children is designed to encourage all Wom-
en’s, Junior, Juniorette, and International Affili-
ate clubs to make a difference in our world by 
becoming advocates for children. Members 
may choose to organize projects that benefit 
children in their community, state, or the world.  

Clubwomen can become advocates by working 
to ensure that children are protected from 
harmful situations. 

There are many suggestions for project ideas in 
the GFWC manual. GFWC encourages clubs to 
educated themselves regarding current issues 
facing our children. 

Members of the Granite State Children’s Alli-
ance offer KNOW & TELL workshops to New 
Hampshire communities. We specialize in re-
sponding to child abuse; KNOW how to recog-
nize the signs of abuse and the process for re-
porting it to authorities. We continually educate 
our communities and partner agencies about 
the victim-centered service model. This model 
is the foundation of a Child Advocacy Center 
and our coordinated response. We are commit-
ted to expanding the safety net of adults who 
KNOW how to TELL authorities.  

 

For more information, please contact: 

Meg Oliviero Director of Education and Out-
reach 2 Wellman Ave, Suite 140 Nashua, NH 
03064 P: 603.864.0216 

GFWC NH Leadership Club 

President—Deb Provencher 

gfwcnhleadership@gmail.com 

“A good leader inspires people to have confi-
dence in the leader,  
a great leader inspires people to have confi-
dence in themselves.” 

Eleanor Roosevelt 

 

It is going to be a busy spring choosing our 
GFWCNH LEADS candidate for GFWC Interna-
tional Convention and holding the GFWC NH 
LEADS on April 18, from 9:30 to 2:30.  Look  for 

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/521600
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/521600
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/521600
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/521600
https://www.azquotes.com/author/12603-Eleanor_Roosevelt
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more information and registration in this news-
letter. We have heard “join us for a day prom-
ised to be nothing like a seminar you have at-
tended before. We are stepping outside of the 
box...” Now what does this all mean ? It means 
that it will be exciting, you will learn effective 
leadership skills and it will be fun too! What 
more can you ask for ? 

As Eleanor Roosevelt stated” leaders inspire 
people to have confidence in themselves.” 
GFWC NH Leadership Club in aspiring to do 
just that . We know that there are hidden lead-
ers among us just waiting for that boost of confi-

GFWC Hudson Women’s Club 

Club members created Easter baskets for teens at a lo-

cal food pantry for a MLK Jr. Day of Service  

They helped tally the voting books after the primary  

election.   

They also assembled Valentine bags for Veterans in transitional housing.  

dence. Join us for the Seminar on April 18th to 
learn how we hope to do just that. 

We hope to see new GFWC members, any 
member interested in learning effective leader-
ship skills and experienced members who love 
to learn. 

Our “Beads for Leads”  fundraiser at GFWCNH 
MidWinter Meeting  raised over $200 for our 
LEADS candidate. Thank you all . 

Please remember any of our members can as-
sist you with the leadership issues you have. We 
can answer questions or attend a meeting. 

Laura Otterson 
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The Exeter Area GFWC clubwomen held a workshop to make Good Night Bags.  These bags which include a hand tied fleece blan-

ket, a book, and a stuffed animal are all placed an a beautiful pillow.  Twelve bags were assembled to be given to Seacoast Family 

Promise for the homeless children staying in area community churches. 



General Federation of Women’s Clubs 
New Hampshire 
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GFWC NH LEADS 
April 18, 2020, Saturday 

9:30am-2:30pm 
Cobblestone Pointe Senior Village 

23 Triangle Park, Concord, NH 
 

 
9:30-10:00am Registration      (Muffins, coffee, tea…) 
                     
10:05          GFWC NH Talks Workgroups 

➢ Every day leadership 
➢ GFWC past & present 
➢ Organizational development 
➢ Parliamentary procedures 

                
11:30          Lunch w/ a Mindfulness Exercise 
  
12:30pm         GFWC NH Talks Presentations   
                                  
2:00           Wrap Up/Evaluations/Social 
 

 

 

WORKGROUPS WILL DEVELOP A ‘GFWC NH TALKS’… JUST LIKE A TED TALK! 

CLICK ON THIS LINK IF YOU DON’T KNOW ABOUT TED TALKS: 

 

https://www.ted.com/talks/drew_dudley_everyday_leadership?language=en 

 
 
 
WHO SHOULD ATTEND? 
New GFWC members, any member interested in learning effective leadership skills, 
experienced members who love to learn! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ted.com/talks/drew_dudley_everyday_leadership?language=en


General Federation of Women’s Clubs 
New Hampshire 
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                                         Please mail form and payment by April 13 to: 
                                            Mary McGahan, Leadership Club Treasurer 
                                        23 Triangle Park Dr, Apt. 141, Concord, NH 03301 
                                     (Make check payable to: GFWC-NH Leadership Club) 

        
Light Lunch Provided 
 
Special Dietary Restrictions: __________________________________ 
                                             (Vegetarian Choices will be available) 
 
Total Cost per person:   $10.00                
$10.00 x # of Members _______     =      $_____________ (total due) 
 
The cost includes registration, morning muffins and lunch. 
 
Club Name: _________________________________________________ 
                                           

Member Name: ______________________________________________ 

         (Include any positions held, State Officer, Chair, etc…) 

If submitting multiple names from the same club: 

 
Member Name: ______________________________________________ 

 

Member Name: ______________________________________________ 

 (Please check with your club president to see if your club will register as a group with one check 

coming from your club treasury.) 

If you have any questions, please contact Deb Provencher, gfwcnhldr@gmail.com OR 

Tina Smith, tismith12@comcast.net 

 

 
 
 
 

mailto:gfwcnhldr@gmail.com
mailto:tismith12@comcast.net
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 Proposed GFWC NH By-Law Revisions 

Committee Members:  Jeanne O’Sullivan, Chairman, Joan Prue, Beth Roth 

Article II:  Duties of Officers, Directors and Executive Committee 

Section 1.  It shall be the duty of the President to (a) preside at all meetings of the Federation, the 
Board of Directors, and the Executive Committee; (b) arrange for the place and date of Federation 
business meetings with the approval of the Board of Directors; (c) issue, with the Corresponding 
Secretary, the Call to business meetings and to regular and special meetings of the Board of Direc-
tors; (d) establish dates of the District meetings; (e) approve all programs of work; (f) be a signer on 
any and all GFWC-NH financial accounts, sign all vouchers and documents, and have general over-
sight of Federation work;   (g) appoint all chairmen and members of the standing and special com-
mittees and the GFWC NH Community Service Programs and Advancement Areas; (h) serve as ex-
officio member of all committees except the Nominating Committee; (i) appoint a parliamentarian; (j) 
prepare and deliver an annual report; (k) call special meetings of committees when necessary; (l) 
take a vote of the Executive Committee by telephone in an emergency; (m)represent the State Fed-
eration in the General Federation of Women’s Clubs; (n) serve a two-year term of office from the ad-
journment of the Annual Meeting in May at which she is elected until the close of the Annual Meeting 
in which her successor is elected; (o) appoint an Internal Financial Review Committee of three mem-
bers; (p) perform such other duties as are applicable to the office.   

Rationale:  Historically, the President has appointed chairmen of these committees and programs, 
however this is not stated explicitly in the current version of the by-laws.  

If the insertion of (g) is approved, we will need to adjust the subsequent lettered items 

Proposed by:  By-Laws Committee 

Section 2.  It shall be the duty of the President-elect to:  (a) serve as GFWC NH Membership Chair-
man  

Rationale:  To ensure that the Executive Committee  maintains a close connection with the Mem-
bership Committee in light of the vital importance of retaining and gaining new members and clubs. 

Proposed by:  Beth Roth 

Article III:  Committees 

Section 6.  There shall be a Membership Committee composed of a Chairman and the Membership 
Chairman from each District.  consisting of the President-elect as chairman, the District Directors 
and three additional members appointed by the President.  

Section 7. The Community Service Programs shall be: Arts, Conservation, Education, Home Life, 
International Outreach, and Public Issues.  Community Service Programs and Advancement Areas 
may be created, united or discontinued at the discretion of the Board of Directors.  Such Programs 
shall correspond to those of the General Federation as nearly as seems advisable.  

Rationale:  The current wording of Section 7 no longer applies because GFWC has changed the 
titles of the Community Service Programs which will take effect during the next administration.  

The former Section 8 would replace Section 7 with minor revisions.  The wording is more general in 
order to accommodate any future changes in the GFWC program organizational structure.  

Proposed by:  By-Laws Committee 

Section 8. Community Service Programs may be created, united, or discontinued at the discretion of 
the Board of Directors. Such Programs shall correspond to those of the General Federation as near-
ly as seems advisable.  . Such other committees as shall be necessary from time to time to carry on 
the work of the organization shall be appointed by the President. 

Rationale:  The original content of Section 8 would be moved up to Section 7.   

A new by-law is proposed to account for any additional committees that may be needed periodically. 
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Proposed by:  By-Laws Committee 

Mid-Winter Meeting Pictures 
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GENERAL FEDERATION of WOMEN’S CLUB 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 

“Nurturing Good Mental Health Through Awareness” 

GFWC NH Annual Meeting 
 May 8 & 9, 2020 

Mill Falls at the Lake 
312 Daniel Webster Highway 

Meredith, NH 03253 

Friday, May 8, 2020 

4:00 pm.  Hotel Check In 
6:30 pm.  GFWC NH Board of Directors Meeting 
7:15  pm.   2020-2022 Administration Installation 
8:00 pm.  Dinner at the Camp Restaurant at Mill Falls 

Saturday, May 9, 2020 

9:00 am.  Registration 
9:30 am.  Call to Order: President Anne Engelhardt 

  Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
  Thought of the Day 
  Introductions 
  First Time Attendees 

9:45 am.  Business 
 Preliminary Report of Registration 
 Minutes of Mid-Winter: Recording Secretary Denise Raisanen 
 Correspondence: Corresponding Secretary Mary McGahan 
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Carol Brauza 
 Bylaws: Jeanne O’Sullivan 

10:30 am  Membership Recruitment Awards 
 2018-2020 Administration in Review: Anne Engelhardt 
 Scholarship Recipients: Judy McPhil  
 GFWC NH Spotlight Awards 

11:30 am.  Honor Roll Ceremony: Phyllis Appler 

12:00 pm.  Expression of Thanks 
  Lunch 

1:00 pm.  Suffragettes in Corselettes, The Evolution of Underwear & Our 19th 
 Amendment: Ehris Urban & Velya Jancz-Urban 



2:00pm.  GFWC NH Spotlight Awards        
 GFWC NH Grants Winners: Jeanne O’Sullivan 
 2020-2022 Administration Introduction  

3:15 pm.  Final Report of Registration 
Announcements 
Collect 

3:30 pm.  Adjournment 

Clubs please bring a theme ‘Plant’ basket to be raffled off.  All proceeds will 
be used for the State President Project “Mental Health” partners Change 
Direction and NAMI. 

Friday Night Hotel Reservations 

Please make your own reservation by April 8th as the room block will be released to oth-
er guest after that date and you will lose the contracted pricing. 

Mill Falls at the Lake, 312 Daniel Webster Highway, Meredith NH 03253, 
1-800-622-6455 please use code 2154UB or website www.millfalls.com.

Group rate are as follows:  

Mill Falls Guest rooms: 2 Full Beds, Queen-Day Bed, Queen-Sofa Bed, King, King-
Sofa Bed are $119 plus tax per night. 

Chase House Guest rooms: Queen with fireplace of King-Sofa with fireplace and 
balcony are $169 plus tax per night. 

Friday Night Dinner, will be at CAMP restaurant at Mill Falls at the Lake, 312 Daniel 
Webster Highway, Meredith NH 03253. 

Please note we will be pre-ordering off the menu during the BOD meeting 
and Installation so we don’t have to have a set menu and or pay a room 
rental for the Friday dinner. 

http://www.millfalls.com


GENERAL FEDERATION of WOMEN’S CLUB 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 

“Nurturing Good Mental Health Through Awareness” 

GFWC NH Annual Meeting 
May 8 & 9,  2020 

Mill Falls at the Lake 
312 Daniel Webster Highway 

Meredith, NH 03253 

Friday, May 8, 2020  

Will you be attend Friday Night Installation & Dinner?: 
Yes_____________________No______________ 
Pre-ordering that night and paying individually for your meal. 

Saturday, May 9, 2020 

All entrees include artisan bread, clam chowder, herb roasted fingerling 
potatoes, maple glazes roasted carrots, cheesecake, coffee and tea. Choose 
one of the following: 

____Baked Sole, crab and scallop stuffed with bearnaise sauce 
____Pork Tenderloin fennel chili-rubbed, pancetta crisp with a blueberry gastrique 
____Parmesan Polenta Cake, seasonal vegetable “noodles”, herbed ricotta, olive and 
           artichoke pomodoro sauce 

Annual Meeting, materials, entertainment, tea, coffee and Lunch is $45.00 

Special Dietary Restrictions: 
Please specify___________________________________________________ 

Registration must be received no later then Friday, April 24,2020. 

Make your $45 check payable to GFWC NH and mail to: Alison Dillman, 4 Plaza Avenue, 
Hudson NH 03051 (603-881-8714 or 603-759-7985 email: a2dillray@aol.com) 

Club:___________________________________________________ 

Name:_____________________________Meal Choice____________ 

Position:___________________________Honor Roll:_________YES 

mailto:a2dillray@aol.com
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